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"The word ghazal means conversation with women,

and the form was originally reserved for erotic themes

only. But in the course of time the rules governing its

subject-matter came to be relaxed. It is a very

hospitable form; nothing seems to be alien in its

genius, and it has readily accommodated ethics,

metaphysics, philosophy, mysticism, satire, politics,
side by side with love, which still continues to be its
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favourite theme. In fact we still think of love poetry
when we speak of it."("
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*Of these the most popular as well as the most
voluminous is the ghazal, In its ongin, it is traceable
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to early Arabic poetry, and is said to have developed
from the nasib or the erotic prelude to the gasida.

Separated from its independent organism and came
to have a life and character of its own."*
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